Recurrence of circulating anti-glomerular basement membrane antibody three years after immunosuppressive treatment and plasma exchange.
A patient with auto-antibody mediated Goodpasture's syndrome was successfully treated with cytotoxic drugs, steroids and plasma exchange. After an absence of three years, circulating anti-glomerular basement membrane antibodies reappeared, and linear IgG staining of the glomeruli was shown by immunofluorescent studies. Renal function did not change and there was no evidence of pulmonary hemorrhage. Antibody levels then fell spontaneously over the succeeding 18 months.